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March 16th,2006

The Ionorable Joe Knollenberg
Chai man
Su\)( )nunittec on Transportation, Treasury
and IUD, the Judiciary, District of Columbia
App Jpriations Committee
U.S. Houseof Representatives
Was dngton, DC 20515

The Honorable John Olver
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury
and HUD, the Judiciary, District of Columbia
Appropriations Committee
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dea Chairman Knollenberg and Ranking Member Olver:

We re writing to request your support for $4.3 billion in formula funding for the Community Development
Blo( cGrant (CDBO) program in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2007 Transportation, Treasury, and HUD
App opriations biJI. This important program provides our communities with the vital tools to help spur
horn :ownership,housing rehabilitation, public improvements,public services, and economic development
proj CIS.These activities not only help individual communities, but also strengthen our nation's economy
as a ...hole.

CDI 0 is one of the most effective federal domestic programs in helping to revitalize neighborhoods. Every
doll r of the CDBG program invested in communities is leveraged by three dollars in private funding,
brin ,ingmuch-needed investment,jobs, and the chance for a fresh start to blighted communities. It is a
criti al funding source to more than 1,100entitlement communities, urban counties, and states. which in
turn 3ervemore than 3,000 rural communities. In FY 2005, over 95 percent of CDBO funding went to
acti' ities principally benefiting low- and moderate-income persons. The program's housing projects
pro,ded 166,992households with assistance including financial assistance to new homeowners and
rehf )ilitation assistance to the elderly and existing homeowners. COBG's economic development programs
crea cd or retained 91,287 full-timejobs and public improvement projects benefited 9,453,993 persons.
CD] G also has a strong record in business retention: over 80 percent ofthe businesses assisted through the
pro! ~amwere still in operation after three years.

Bee use of its flexibility and use in a variety of projects, local and state govemments and development
offi, ials have come to rely on the program as the cornerstone of any new community revitalization effort.
Just 1few months ago. the Administration and Congress recognized the effectiveness of the program by
deli ering $11.5 billion in targeted COBG funding to the OulfCoast for reconstruction activities after the
200 hurricane season.

The COBO fomuua allocation was funded at $4.41 billion in FY 2001. Since then the formula allocation
funl ing has decreased by $670 million - or 15.19%- with a 5% reduction in FY 2005 and a 10%reduction
in F {2006. In light of these reductions in funding, communities have had to struggle to continue their
pro: rams and have discontinued crucial projects for low- and moderate-income persons. These reductions
dire tly affect the local economy, as they translate into reduced private investment that is fueled by CDBG
fi1lll ing.
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Whi1~ werecognizethatthe Subcommitteewill facedifficultdecisionswhenallocatingresources,we
belie 'e. at a minimum, $4.3 biUion in CDBG formula funding is necessary to ensure that communities
acro! ; the country can provide good jobs, safe neighborhoods, affordable housing, and public services to
mee1the needs of all Americans. Thank you for consideration of this request.

/

-

Sincerely,
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1. Allen, Tom
2. Baldwin, Tammy
3. Blumenauer, Earl
4. BoeWert,Sherwood
5. Boswell, Leonard
6. Boucher, Rick
7. Brown, Sherrod
8. Camp, Dave
9. Capito, Shelley Moore
10. Capps, Lois
11. Capuano, Michael
12. Carnahan, Russ
13. Carson, Julia
14. Cleaver, Emanuel
IS. Conyers, John
16. Cooper, Jim
17. Costa, Jim
18. Davis, Danny
19. Davis, Geoff
20. Davis, Jim
21. Dent, Charles
22. Dingell, JoOO
23. Doggett, Lloyd
24. Doyle, Michael
25. English, Phil
26. Etheridge, Bob
27. Evans, Lane
28. Fattah, Chaka
29. Frank, Barney
30. Graves, Sam
31. Green, Al
32. Grijalva, Raul
33. Gutierrez, Luis
34. Higgins, Brian
35. Hinchey, Maurice
36. Hinojosa, Ruben
37. Honda, Michael
38. Jenkins, William
39. Johnson, Nancy
40. Kildee, Dale
41. Kind, Ron
42. Kuhl, Randy
43. Langevin. James
44. Larson, John
45. Lee, Barbara
46. Levin, Sander
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47. Lucas, Frank
48. Lynch, Stephen
49. Maloney, Carolyn
50. Matheson, Jim
51. Matsui, Doris
52. McCarthy, Carolyn
53. McCaul, Michael
54. McCollum, Betty
55. McDennott, Jim
56. McGovern, James
57. McIntyre, Mike
58. McNulty, Michael
59. Michaud, Michael
60. Millender-McDonald, Juanita
61. Moran, Jim
62. Nadler, Jerrold
63. Neal, Richard
64. Oberstar, James
65. Osborne, Tom
66. Owens, Major
67. Pascrcll, Bill
68. Pelosi, Nancy
69. Peterson, Collin
70. Pickering, Charles
71. Price, David
72. Rahall, Nick
73. Ramstad, Jim
74. Rangel, Charles
75. Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana
76. Saxton, Jim
77. Schakowsky,.Janice
78. Schwartz, Allyson
79. Schwarz, Joe
80. Scott, Robert
81. Shays, Christopher
82. Shuster, Bill
83. Shnmons, Rob
84. Skelton,Ike
85. Slaughter, Louise
86. Smith, Lamar
87. Strickland, Ted
88. Tierney, John
89. Upton, Fred
90. Van Hollen, Chris
91. Watson, Diane
92. Waxman, Henry
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93. Weiner, Anthony
94. Weldon. Curt
95. Wynn. Albert
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